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The Editor has retracted this article. Following publica-
tion, concerns were raised that this study violated the 
approved protocol for this study. The ethical review com-
mittee of the University of Peradeniya confirmed that 
the approval as listed in the article does not cover the 
research as described in the article, specifically:

• The ethics approval was granted to include 572 
patients, but the study population in the article con-
tains data of 852 patients.

• The article includes follow up data regarding mortal-
ity rates that were not covered by the ethics approval.

The authors have also stated that the recruitment 
period as reported in the article (March 2015 to August 
2016) is not correct and should be June 2013 to Novem-
ber 2014. Additionally, the authors have stated that they 
have collected data at two hospitals, though the article 
only lists one hospital. The editor therefore no longer has 

confidence in the reliability of the data reported in the 
article.

The authors don’t agree with this retraction.
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