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The authors would like to clarify the ethics statement in
this article [1]. Before conducting this study we consulted
the local ethics committee of BDH-Clinic Hessisch Old-
endorf—which is not a public, official institution—and
were informed that it was exempt from requiring ethics
approval. However, after publication we became aware
that the ethics committee of Hannover Medical School
should have been consulted. Hannover Medical School
ethics committee have now confirmed that they would
have waived the requirement for ethics approval.

The online version of the original article can be found under
doi:10.1186/513104-015-1175-z.
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